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30 January 1977,

MERC RANDUN |

SURIECE:  Soviel Support to Syria; e Question
of Prepositioned Eguipmoent

1o Since the Octobor 1973 war r there have bheon
nemaiGus reports thalt eguipnent intondad for use Jy
Soviaet forces has boen prepositioned in Syria. wo
have studied thesce reporxts and have tried to vaerily
their claims. Gn the bagis of this all-scurce :
review, wa concluda thal b Soviets have nok pree
positioned eguipment in Syria for their own usce nor
are they now in the process of doing s0. We believe
that most of the Soviet arms including Ldn]w, APCs ,

I
1
artillexy, aircraf", and SAMs delivered since the |
ver hove been integrated _Lnlo Syrian units. . l |
' The Bvidence _ | ?
. |
2 There are a nunher of larqge \LJlJ(‘(‘IlLJr)[JOM‘- l :
of vehicles at Al Quatayfah, about 15 niles northeagt | :

off Pamascus., Within thege concentrations there i _‘
usually are some 400 tanks, 200 tank transporters,
abhout’ 2060 M’(m, and over 1,000 trucks. On occasion,
the truck count has heen ag high as 2,000. Theuco
concentrations have (‘OnLrlbUL"d to much of the
specalation regarding the possibility of prepositioned
25X18B Soviet equipment. - 25X1B
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This memorandum was prepered in the Office of
Strategie heseoreh., Quewies and comments niay be 1A
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About 150 of the tanks appear to bhe salvoged cQud e
ment which is being repaired or cannabilized
Also, many of the tanks are obsolele 34s which

arc no longer found.in Sovict combals upits.

4. If the Soviets were to man tho ground force
equipwent now at Al QuatayLfah, they would not have
enough to create a moneuvver force with any significand.
combat capability. "he number of tanks and armored
personnel carriervs iz about equivaleont o only one
Soviet tank division. The rest of the equipmant
consists primarily of tencks. Virtvally all of the
necessary combat--support equipment would still have
to be delivered.

5. TFor the Soviets to have & a30r ground combat
capalxility in Syiria, many additional tank and wmotor-
ized wifle divisions would be required--probably two
conbined arns armics consisting of about six tank .
and four motorizaed rifle divisions plus SUPPOIt--and

. considorable tactical air and aiv defense « lemoents,
: To get all thig equipment into Syrvia, the Soviets
would have to mobilize and assemble more shipping than
is nommally available in the Black Sca. It would Laka i

'

at a minimum two Lo three months to do this.

soviet Presence in Syria

6. Since the Octohor war, the rumber of Soviet
militaxry personnel in Syria has risen by several
hundrzed to an estimated total of at least 2,000 men.
These Soviets are involved in training Syrian pilots
and advising ground forces down o the battalion level,
The only Soviet combat unit currently identified in
: syria is an SA-6 regiment located near Damascus. The
; unit accounts for about 500 of the Soviet pexsoanel
in the country and consists of five firing batteries
of four transporter-erector launchers (TELs) ecach.
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